
CARL LEVIN 

·1Llnitrd ~tarrs ~cnatc 

!"he llonorable Lisa P. Jackson 
Administrator 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2202 

Fehruary IlL ::w 1 l 

U.S. Environment<~! Protection Agency 
1200 h:nnsylvania :\venu~:. N\V 
Wushington, DC 20460 

De.:~r Auministrator Jackson: 

\\'c arc writing concerning questions raisl·d by the ivlarqucttc County Board or 
Commissioners regarding thl.' upgrading of County Road 595 (CR 595) and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency Clean Water Act Section 404 wetlands p~:rmit process. 
We understand that improvements made to C R 51J5 will create year-round public uccl!ss 
to N~lrthcrn ~vlarqucttc County, providing additional recreational opportunities and 
~.·conomic bcnclils to the region. At the same tirn~:. we also respect thl.! need to protect 
our \Wiland resources. 

\V e ask that you address the l(ltlmving questions raised in the atta~.:hcd 1\ lar~.jw.:ttc 
13oard kttcr dated January 26. 2011. What is the timclinc and length of the permit n:viC\\ 
pro~.:css'! Why is this public application for a new public roud being considcn.:J as an 
cxtl.:nsinn of a pri\atc road application Iih:d by a private entity. Rio Tinto'? It is nur 
undl.'rstanding that Rio Tinto retracted thdr permit application in 2010. 

Given the importance or this prokct to the region. we would apprt:ciak your 
prompt attention to this matter. 

Sim:crcly, 

lkbbic Stabenow Carl l.cvin 

l:ndo:-.url.' 

cc: tvlr. Charles Ikrgdahl. Clmirpcrson. Mmqucllc Cowlly Board of Conunissiolll'f'S 



Jana1ry l6, 201 I 

Tbe Honorable Carl Levin 
U.S. Senator 
SR·159, Ruuell Senate 0111ce BuUdla& 
Bultdlna Wublaatoni D.C. 20510 

County of Marquette 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Courtboase Compte• 
Marquette, Mldllaaa .&915! 

Pb. (906) 2%5-1151 
Put (906) 225-IISS 

www.cOAarquette.mLus 

Tbe Hoaonble Debbie Stabenow 
U.S. Sta1tor 
'701 Hart Seute Omce BulldiAR 
W1sbln&1oa, D.C. 20510 

Dear Seuton l.Gvla 1ad Stabenow and ConaressmiB BenlsUk: 

OackJicoradlllll.~ 

Jl111 Ollall. t1et-C,.,_• 
PHI A. Arwoaull 

JIIIIOuk 
IIMICC ltelwta 
Nlck"-Ptt 
a• Nurtku 

DdtWc l'tllaw 
MllltQNJit 

Tbe Hoaorable Daa Btnls•ek 
U.S. Representative 
1351 Kaybura House omce 
Watbin~toa, D.C. 20515 

RJo Tlato piau on mlal111 ore from tile El&le Mint In 2013. TIM Marquette County Road Commtulon Board baa 
determined there JJa ·publle aeed ror a new road (Coualy Road 595) to provide eabueed year-round veblcte accento tbe 
nortla ceetral pordotl·or M1rquttle County. Ely, Cba•ploa. Humboldt. Mlcblpmme, Marquette, Powell. RepubUc. 
RJcbmond Townships, aad Cite clly or M•rquette aU .. pport CR 595 u tbe roate for tbe ore fra• the mlae to a crush ina 
fadlhy Ia Wtlttra M1rqaette Coullty. (The letten or support are eacloud). 

The new road will provide addltlonl recreational opportunltlcl ta the pablic u well u provkk a dlrtct beaenc to the li•ber, 
nllnlnt. and eravel lnduJtrtes. Comp.rtd to other routes, CR 595 win enbaaee bfllnray public safety, e.eraency rapoue, ••d 
emeraency sentca. CR 59! will deereue tnlek traffic In the city or Marquette. In restdeatial areas, and on tbe conges1ed 
u.s. 41 c:orrldor. 

CR 595 wll impact the eavlrODment. streams, wetlands, aacl wlldUfe. The Marqaette County Road Commlulott Ius pledled to 
develop an envlroallltatal..,...nt (EA) 11d work doltly with Uae MlciiJaan Department of Nahanlllesoarc• (MDNR) aad 
tht Eavlroamental Protecdoo Aanc:y (EPA) to •lnlmlze aDd mltlaate CR SWslmpacu. The EPA bas commaalcated 
reaalatory coattnu recardlna the CR 595 roate and llu stated tiiiiC tht public body's appUcatioa wW be treated u the aame 
appllcatloa or aa extension oh prtvate appllcatloa tbal was subnaiHed we rear by a prtvate developmea11roup. 

Wblle beUevlaa tlae Upper Pealuula bas nfllcleat wetlands (Marquette County It 21% wetlallds) aa4 wllclllre llabltat. tbe 
Marquttta Couaty BOard of'Commluloaen aadentaad1 that tile Eavlrottmtatel Protection Aaeaey II req11lnd to addrea 
lechlmate eavtncnuatal coacel"'ll. ne Marquette Coaat)' Road CoiDIIIIItloa llu pledttd to work with atate agndn aad tbe 
EPA co minimize and millpte the eavlroniHiltal coacernL There are thort•ttrm aad loaa-ccrm ftaaacbl coaalclendoaa 
Involved In the desip, coastraclion, and ••lntenaan or tbll prajtd. An ohjeetlve. rea10uble, and prompt review or lbe 
CR 595 dcslp b aeeded from tbe EPA. 

Pltut laqulre oa Marquette County's behalf on the ICD~Cb ot 1111 review proc:ea aad why • public appllcatloa ror a oew pubUc 
road I! bela& coalldered u a a tlttnaloa ot a prtv•te road appU~tloa tllaat wu ftled lty • prlva'- company. 

Slocerely, 

~~~'J~ 
Charlet Berad~ll~rpenon 
Marquette County Board of Comlllllalontl'l 

c:c: Governor Saydtr 
State Scucor Cupei'SCln 
State Repraentactve LlnclbcrJ 
Cllfn a11d Townships 
Road CoMml.ulon 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY REGION 5 

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Stabenow: 

17 WEST .JACKSON BOULEVAFlD 
CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590 

MAR 1 o 2011 
1\EPL Y TO THF' ATTENTION OF 

Thank you t<x your letter of February 18, 20 II on behalf of the Marquette County Board of Commissioners, regarding the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404 review of County Road 595 (CR 595). 

CW A Section 404 allows states to issue permits for the discharge of dredged or fill material to waters of the United States. The State of Michigan assumed responsibility for this progrum in 1983. Under a memorandum of agreement between EPA and the State, EPA provides oversight of the program and reviews permits for projects such as CR 595. 
When EPA receives a public notice, the Agency has 90 days to review and comment on the proposed project. If EPA declines to comment or does not object to the permit, the State can then make a permit decision. If EPA objects to the permit, the State has 90 days to address EPA's concerns so that the Agency can officially remove the objection. 

At this time, EPA has not received a Michigan public notice for CR 595. If the Marquette Board applies for a Section 404 permit for CR 595, EPA would consider this application to be a new application rather than an extension of the Rio Tinto application referenced in your letter. 
Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please call me or your staff may contact Ronna Beckmann and Denise Gawlinski, the Region 5 Congressional Liaisons, at 312-886-3000. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Hedman 
Regional /\.dministrator 




